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Department of Treasury
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Member for Lee ABN 19 040 349 865
62 Semaphore Road
SEMAPHORE SA 5019

Sent via email: lee@parliament.sa.qov.au

Dear Mr Mullighan

Freedom of Information Internal Review — Correspondence to the Treasurer’s office

| refer to your Freedom of Information application received by Department of Treasury and
Finance on 6 June 2018 and your Internal Review application received on 23 August 2018.

Your applications specifically requested:

[Date Range: 19/03/2018 to 05/06/2018] All minutes, briefings, notes or emails from the
Treasury and Finance to the Treasurer and the Treasurer's Office regarding employment ,
the unemployment rate participation rate, state final demand, gross state product, exports,
dwelling approvals, housing finance commitments, dwelling commencements, nominal
retail turnover, real retail turnover, sales of new motor vehicles, consumer price index,
residential property price index, private new capital expenditure , new business
investment, exploration spending, exports (goods), exports (goods and services),
international visitors international students & population

Determination under review

DTF did not make a determination on your initial application within the 30-day time period
required by the Freedom of Information Act 1991 (the Act). Accordingly, DTF was deemed to
have refused access in full to all documents relevant to your application.

Outcome of internal review

Under section 29(3) of the FOI Act, on an application for internal review, as principal officer |
may, confirm, vary or reverse the determination under review. In doing so, | am required to
give fresh consideration to the decision under the FOI Act

A total of 11 documents were identified as answering the terms of your application and | have
determined as follows:

e | grant you access in full to 9 documents, copies of which are enclosed, and
e | refuse you access to 2 documents.

Please refer to the attached schedule that describes each document and sets out my
determination and reasons in summary form.
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Documents released in full
Documents 1 -9
Documents refused in full
Documents 10 and 11

These documents are a briefing note prepared specifically for use in Parliament, the
disclosure of which would infringe the privilege of Parliament. | have therefore determined to
exempt the documents in full pursuant to clause 17(c) of Schedule 1 to the Act.

Exemptions
Clause 17 — Documents subject to contempt efc

A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the public disclosure of
which would, but for any immunity of the Crown—

(c) infringe the privilege of Parliament

Please note, in compliance with Premier and Cabinet Circular PC045 - Disclosure Logs for
Non-Personal Information Released through Freedom of Information (PC045), DTF is now
required to publish a log of all non-personal information released under the Freedom of
Information Act 1991.

In accordance with this Circular, any non-personal information determined for release as part
of this application, may be published on the DTF website. A copy of PC045 can be found at
the following address: http://dpc.sa.gov.au/what-we-do/services-for-government/premier-and-
cabinet-circulars Please visit the website for further information.

External review

If you remain dissatisfied with this determination, you have the right to apply to the
Ombudsman for external review under section 39 of the FOI Act. You have 30 days from the
date on which you receive this letter to apply for an external review. If you have any
questions about an application to the Ombudsman, please contact the office on (08) 8226

8699.

Yours sincerely

David Reynolds
PRINCIPAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION OFFICER
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Crotti, Simon (DTF)

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Hi Trish

Crotti, Simon (DTF)

Thursday, 19 April 2018 10:29 AM

Borlase, Trish (DTF)

De Leon, Maverick (DTF); Sharp, Martin (DTF)
Economic Indicators Snapshot 19042018
Economic Indicators Snapshot 19042018.docx

Attached is the regular DTF economic indicators brief

Simon



Economic Indicators: 12/04/2018

Below is a snapshot of key economic indicators for the South Australian economy:

Budget, Amlysls and Performance branch

Employment — In the year to February 2018, South Australia’s total
employment rose by 2.3%, an increase of approximately 19,000 persons,
driven primarily by growth in full-time employment (up 3.3%) (trend). The
unemployment rate increased slightly to 6.2% in February 2018, a 0.6pp
decrease from a year earlier. This was in part driven by improvements in
labour force participation, indicating more people are returning to the labour
market. Nationally, total employment was 3.3% higher compared to a year
earlier, while the unemployment rate remained stable at 5.5% in the month.

Monthly hours worked in South Australia rose slightly in February 2018 (up
0.1%), and was 1.3% higher compared to a year earlier (trend total hours
worked).

Gross State Product (GSP) — in real terms, South Australia’s GSP increased
by 2.2% in 2016-17, exceeding the state’s 2016-17 Budget expectations of
2.0%, as well as the expectations of SACES (1.25%), Deloitte Access
Economics (0.8%) and NAB (1.8%). South Australia’s GSP growth also
exceeded national Gross Domestic Product growth, which saw an increase of
2.0% in 2016-17.

State Final Demand (SFD) — SFD in South Australia rose 0.5% in the
December 2017 quarter to be 3.9% higher compared to a year earlier (trend
terms). South Australia’s year-to-date growth was the second highest among
all States (behind only Victoria). The national equivalent, Domestic Final
Demand (DFD), grew 0.8% in real terms in the December 2017 quarter to be
3.3% higher compared to year earlier.

Inflation — Adelaide’s CPI rose 0.7% in the December 2017 quarter, and was
above the national average increase for the same period. This was mainly
due to rises in tobacco, automotive fuel, and domestic holiday travel and
accommodation. In the year to December 2017, Adelaide recorded the
largest increase in CPI of all capital cities, rising 2.3%. Nationally, CPI
increased by 1.9% in the year to December 2017.

Real retail spending — in trend terms, SA’s real retail turnover rose by 0.9%
in the December 2017 quarter to be 4.0% higher compared to a year earlier.
Nationally, real retail turnover rose by 0.5% in the December 2017 quarter,
and was 2.6% higher compared to a year earlier.
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e Nominal retail spending — in trend terms, South Australia’s nominal retail
turnover rose 0.3% in February 2018 to be 3.8% higher than a year earlier.
South Australia's retail turnover growth was tied second highest in the nation
(behind Vic). Nationally, nominal retail turnover rose 0.4% in February to be
2.7% higher compared to a year earlier.

 Building approvals — trend number of building approvals in South Australia
fell by 1.2% in February 2018, but was 1.8% higher compared to a year
earlier. Over the same period, private other dwelling approvals fell 4.5% from
the previous month to be 15% lower than a year earlier. Nationally, building
approvals fell 0.1% in February 2018 to be 5.5% higher compared to a year
earlier.

e Housing finance — trend number of owner occupier housing finance
commitments in South Australia fell 0.2% in February 2018 to be 5.0% lower
compared to a year earlier. Commitments for the purchase of established
houses (excluding refinancing), and refinancing of established houses both
fell in the year to February 2018 - down 4.1% and 11.1% respectively. This
was partially offset by a rise in housing finance commitments for the
construction or purchase of new housing, which rose 2.8% over the same
period. Nationally, total housing finance commitments by owner occupiers fell
0.6% in February 2018 to be 0.2% lower compared to a year earlier.

o Dwelling commencements — trend number of dwelling commencements in
South Australia fell 3.1% in the December 2017 quarter but were up 19.2%
compared to a year earlier. The changes were largely driven by private other
dwelling commencements (exc. houses), down 6.3% in the December
quarter, but up 83.4% compared to a year earlier. Nationally, dwelling
commencements remained stable over the guarter, but were 2.3% lower than
a year earlier.

Budget, Analysls and Performance branch _ '  For Official Use Only - 12— A1



Budget, Analysls and Performance branch

Mineral and petroleum exploration — total exploration in South Australia fell
by 13.5% in the December 2017 quarter to be 27.8% lower compared to a
year earlier (trend terms). This was driven by a decline in petroleum
exploration expenditure which fell 32.2%, and mineral exploration expenditure
which was down 13.7% in the year to December 2017 quarter. Nationally,
total exploration fell 3.8% in the December 2017 quarter to be 0.1% lower
than a year earlier.

Agriculture — South Australia’s 2017-18 winter crop production is estimated
to be 6.9 million tonnes, down 38% (4.2 million tonnes) from the 2016-17
record. This is 9.6% below the five-year average. Nationally, 2017-18 winter
crop production is estimated to be 37.8 million tonnes, down 36% (21 million
tonnes) on 2016-17.

Exports — in the year to February 2018, South Australia’s goods exports
totalled $11.8 billion, up 9.7% from a year earlier. The improvement was
driven by growth in the value of exports for wheat (up 24.8%), wine (up
19.2%), copper (up 16.7%), and vegetables and fruit (up 14.7%). Over the
period, export markets that experienced growth included ASEAN (up 33.3%),
China (up 11.9%), Japan (up 30.8 %) and the Middle East (up 33.8%).
Nationally, the value of exports rose 12.0% in the year to February 2018.

International tourism — the number of international tourists coming to South
Australia totalled 462,000 in the year ending December 2017, a 6.8%
increase on the year ending December 2016. International visitors’
expenditure totalled $1.1 billion over the same period, an 18.2% year to date
increase. Nationally, the number of international tourists was up 6.5% while
international visitors’ expenditure was up 8.2% over the year.

International students — international student enrolments in the year to
February 2018 in South Australia totalled 26,549 — up 7.1% compared to the
previous year. Nationally, international enrolments rose 12.6% over the same
period.
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Crotti, Simon (DTF)

\W

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

From: DPC:Economics

De Leon, Maverick (DTF)

Monday, 18 June 2018 10:41 AM

Deluca, Talon (DTF)

FW: CommSec State of the States April 2018 (EMBARGO)

MD-State_of the_States_Apr18.pdf; 2018-04-27 CommSec State of the States (Apr
2018).pdf

Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 2:24 PM

To: Gay, Brad (DPC) <Brad.Gay@sa.gov.au>; Heithersay, Paul (DPC) <Paul.Heithersay@sa.gov.au>; Wilson, Ben (DPC)
<Ben.Wilson@sa.gov.au>; Ranieri, Erma (DPC) <Erma.Ranieri@sa.gov.au>; Winefield, Matthew (DPC)
<Matthew.Winefield@sa.gov.au>; Crotti, Simon (DTF) <Simon.Crotti@sa.gov.au>; Koutrikas, Antonia (DPC)
<Antonia.Koutrikas@sa.gov.au>; Reynolds, David (DTF) <David.Reynolds@sa.gov.au>; Callaghan, Rohan (DPC)
<Rohan.Callaghan@sa.gov.au>; De Leon, Maverick (DTF) <Maverick.Deleon@sa.gov.au>; Debs, Helen (DTF)
<Helen.Debs@sa.gov.au>; Hocking, Stuart (DTF) <Stuart.Hocking@sa.gov.au>; Sharp, Martin (DTF)
<Martin.Sharp@sa.gov.au>; Armanas, Paul (DPC) <Paul.Armanas@sa.gov.au>; Morcombe, Courtney (DPC)
<Courtney.Morcombe @sa.gov.au>; Willson, Daniel (DPC) <Daniel. Willson@sa.gov.au>; Stevens, James (DPC)
<James.Stevens@sa.gov.au>; Yeeles, Richard (DPC) <Richard.Yeeles@sa.gov.au>; Hurn, Ashton (DPC)
<Ashton.Hurn@sa.gov.au>; Robertson, Julian (DTF) <Julian.Robertson@sa.gov.au>; De Gennaro, Gino (DTF)
<Gino.DeGennaro@sa.gov.au>; Borlase, Trish (DTF) <Trish.Borlase@sa.gov.au>; Lambetis, Athena (DTF)

<Athena.Lambetis@sa.gov.au>

Subject: CommSec State of the States April 2018 (EMBARGO)

Dear all

Attached is the latest CommSec State of the States report, which is under embargo until Monday (30
April), together with a summary brief on the report’s findings.

Best regards
Matthew.



State of the States

April 2018 State & territory economic performance report.
Executive Summary

NT
_+ Economic Growth
- Dwelling Starts

The Northern Territory remains
in seventh spot, constrained
by weak population growth
and falling employment.

 + Equipment Spending
- - Job Market j
Western Australia is seventh
on five indicators and lags

other economies on the
other three indicators.

SA

—+Construction Work

VIC

| - Housing Finance

South Australia is ranked fifth.
Construction work done is at
record highs with work levels
over 19 per cent higher than
a year ago.

' - Construction Work

NSW with strength provided
by high population growlh,
boosting housing demand.

+Retail Spending

Victoria is closing the gap with

QLD
_ + Economic Growth
| - Construction Work

Queensland continues to lead
the way on employment growth
and population growth is at
four-year highs.

NSW
+ Job Market
: - Housing Finance

NSW has secured top rankings
on five of the eight economic
indicators.

ACT

~+ Housing Finance

TAS
 +Population Growth
. - Economic Growth '

- Equipment Spending

The ACT remains in third spot
with improvement in equipment
investment and construction
work over the past three months.

Tasmania remains in fourth
position. Annual population
growth is the strongest in
seven years.

Embargo: Available for Publication on Monday April 30 2018

VICTORIA EDGES CLOSER TO TOP SPOT

How are Australia's states and territories performing? Each
quarter CommSec attempts to find out by analysing eight key

indicators: economic growth; retail spending; equipment
investment; unemployment; construction work done;
population  growth; housing finance and  dwelling
commencements.

Just as the Reserve Bank uses long-term averages to
determine the level of ‘normal’ interest rates; we have done the
same with key economic indicators. For each state and
territory, latest readings for the key indicators were compared
with decade averages — that is, against the ‘normal
performance.

The State of the States report also includes a section
comparing annual growth rates for the eight key indicators
across the states and territories as well as Australia as a whole.
This enables another point of comparison — in terms of
economic momentum.

The latest data shows Australia’s economies to be in good
shape but there are broad differences in relative
performance. NSW remains on top of the economic
performance rankings but Victoria has closed the gap. In the
second group is ACT and Tasmania. The third group is
South Australia and Queensland. And then there is a gap to
the Northern Territory and Western Australia.

NSW remains at or near the top of most indicators.
Victoria holds second spot on the economic performance
rankings with strength provided by high population growth
and improvement in the job market.

The ACT retains third spot on the performance rankings
ahead of Tasmania which is benefitting from faster
population growth.

South Australia is in fith spot ahead of Queensland.
Queensland job growth is the fastest in the nation.
Northern Territory remains in seventh position just ahead
of Western Australia. Stronger export activity in both
economies is boosting incomes.



State of the States

April 2018

NSW has retained top rankings on five of the eight
economic indicators: retail trade, dwelling starts,
equipment  spending, construction  work  and
unemployment. NSW is in third spot on economic growth,
population growth and housing finance.

Victoria is second on the economic performance rankings
for five of the eight indicators and in third spot on the other
three indicators. Biggest improvement has been the job
market with unemployment now almost 3 per cent below
the decade average.

The ACT has held on to third spot on the rankings. The
ACT is top-ranked on housing finance, and in second spot
on the job market.

Tasmania has held fourth position and it can be broadly
grouped with the ACT. Tasmania is top-ranked on relative
population growth and is second on equipment investment.
Population growth is the strongest in 7 years.

South Australia remains in fifth position on the
performance rankings and it can be broadly grouped with
Queensland. South Australia is ranked fourth on dwelling
starts and fifth on three other indictors. Construction work
done is at record highs.

Queensland remains in sixth position. But annual
employment growth is the fastest in the nation. Population
growth is at 4-year highs. And the annual total of export
receipts is up more than 26 per cent over the year.

The Northern Territory retains its seventh position on the
economic performance rankings and can be broadly
grouped with Western Australia. Both are facing
challenges with the transition of resource projects moving
from the production to the export phase.

The Northern Territory is top ranked on economic growth
and ranked second construction work done. But it lags all
other states and territories on five of the indicators. The
good news is that exports are growing strongly, up 22 per
cent on a year ago.

Western Australia is seventh on five indicators and lags
other economies on the other three indicators. But
equipment spending and exports are posting firm annual
growth rates.

Methodology

Each of the states and territory economies were assessed on eight key indicators:
economic growth; retail spending; equipment investment; unemployment,
construction work done; population growth; housing finance and dwelling
commencements.

The aim is to find how each ecanomy is performing compared with “normal”. And just
like the Reserve Bank does with interest rates, we used decade-averages fo judge
the “normal” state of affairs. For each economy, the latest level of the indicator — such
as retail spanding or economic growth — was compared with the decade average.

While we also locked at the current pace of grawth to assess economic momentum,
it may yield perverse results to judge performance. For instance retail spending may
be up sharply on a year ago but from depressed levels. Overall spending may still be
well below “normal”. And clearly some states such as Queensland and Western
Australia traditionally have had faster economic growth rates due to historically faster
population growth. So the best way to assess economic performance is to look at

each indicator in relation to what would be considered ‘normal’ for that state or territory.

For instance, the trend jobless rate in the Northern Territary of 3.9 per cent is the
lowest of alf economies. But this jobless rate is 1.5 per cent higher than its ‘normal’ or
decade-average rate. However NSW's unemployment rate is actually 8.3 per cent
below its decade average, putting it ahead of the Northern Territory on this indicator.

Trend measures of the economic indicators were used to assess performance on all
measures except economic growth rather than more volatile seasonally adjusted or
original estimates. Rolling annual nominal data was used to assess economic growth.

ECONOMIC GROWTH

Northern Territory leads
NT = = =
vie

NSW
ACT

Qid

Economic growth (staté final
dentand plus trade), rolling annual
nominal totals, percent change year
to December quatteron :
decade-average :

Source: Commsec, ABS

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Ideally Gross State Product (GSP) would be used to
assess broad economic growth. But the data isn’t available
quarterly. And we have previously used state final demand
(household and equipment spending) and exports less
imports to act as a proxy for GSP. But the Bureau of
Statistics has ceased calculation of state trade data in real
terms. So state final demand plus trade in nominal terms
and rolling annual totals are used to remove seasonality.

The Northern Territory has retained top spot on economic
growth. Economic activity in the ‘Top End’ is 28.9 per cent
above its ‘normal’ or decade-average level of output.

Moving past NSW into second place is Victoria, with output
26.4 per cent higher than the decade average level of
output. Then follows NSW (up 25.8 per cent) from the ACT
(up 19.2 per cent).

At the other end of the scale, economic activity in Western
Australia in the December quarter was just 7.9 per cent
above its decade average while Tasmanian activity was up
14 per cent, behind South Australia (up 16.8 per cent) and
Queensland (up 18.2 per cent).

The Northern Territory also has the fastest nominal annual
economic growth rate in the nation (although slowing
significantly over the past year), up by 7.6 per cent on a
year ago, ahead of Tasmania (up 6.6 per cent) from
Victoria (up 6.5 per cent) and Queensland (up 6.2 per cent).

The weakest nominal annual growth rates are in Western
Australia (up 2.3 per cent) and the ACT (up 4.8 per cent).

If trend State Final Demand in real terms is used,
comparing the latest result with decade averages reveals
some subtle changes in the rankings. Queensland and the
Northern Territory perform better using the nominal data
including trade. In the year to December, exports from both
Queensland and the Northern Territory were up more than
20 per cent on a year ago.

“FEconomic activity in the ‘Top End’ is 28.9
per cent above its ‘normal’ or decade-
average level of output.”
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RETAIL SPENDING

NSW leads the way on spending

NSW
Victoria
ACT
Tasmania
South Aust

Queensland _F ;
: Real retail trade, percent
: change December quarter

West Aust i :
i ondecade-average

Nthn Territory Source: Comm3oc, ABS

)] § 10 15 20

The measure used was real (inflation-adjusted) retail trade
in trend terms with December quarter data the latest
available.

NSW has maintained the top spot on the retail rankings,
followed by Victoria. The remainder of the retail rankings
are unchanged on the previous quarter.

Spending in NSW was 17.7 per cent above decade-
average levels in the December quarter. Solid activity in
the housing sector, low unemployment and still high home
prices continue to support spending.

Spending in Victoria was 16.5 per cent above decade-
average levels, once again supported by home building,
population growth and firm employment.

Spending in the ACT was up 13.6 per cent on the decade
average, followed by Tasmania (up 12.1 per cent). In fifth
spot was South Australia with spending 11.8 per cent
above decade averages followed by Queensland, with
spending up by 9.6 per cent.

Northern Territory recorded the weakest result on retail
spending, up 4.3 per cent on the decade average, below
Western Australia with 8.7 per cent growth.

If monthly retail trade was assessed instead to calculate
the rankings (February data available), there would be
subtle changes in the relative positions of the states and
territories. Victoria would be on top from NSW and South
Australia would move ahead of Tasmania.

In terms of annual growth of real retail trade, Victoria is
strongest (up 4.1 per cent), from South Australia (up 4.0
per cent) and NSW (up 2.9 per cent).

Looking at monthly retail trade, Victoria (up 4.9 per cent) is
again ahead of South Australia (up 3.8 per cent).

“NSW has maintained the top spot on the
retail rankings, followed by Victoria. The
remainder of the retail rankings are
unchanged on the previous quarter.”

EQUIPMENT INVESTMENT

Winners & losers on investment

NSW Sourcef CommSac, ABS

I Equipfnent spepding, peircent

Tasmania | change December quarteron P ]
[ decade-average : ; ; :

Victoria u

ACT | : : ‘
Queensland
South Aust
West Aust
Nthn Territory

25 -20 -5 -10 -5 Y 5 10

The measure of equipment investment is spending on new
plant and equipment in trend terms with December quarter
data compared with decade averages (the ‘normal
performance).

Only NSW and Tasmania had equipment spending in the
December quarter above decade-average levels. NSW
had equipment investment up 6.6 per cent on the decade
average from Tasmania (up 5.5 per cent).

Not far behind was Victoria (down just 0.3 per cent) from
the ACT (down 3.9 per cent).

By contrast, other states and territories had equipment
spending solidly below decade averages in the December
quarter. Weakest was the Northern Territory (down 22.5
per cent) with completion of the investment stage for a
number of gas projects.

Next weakest was Western Australia (down 17.1 per cent)
followed by South Australia (down 10 per cent) and
Queensland (down 8.7 per cent).

On a shorter-run analysis, equipment investment in the
December quarter was higher than a year ago in six of the
state and territory economies (the same number of
economies as in the previous quarter).

Equipment investment was up the most on a year ago in
Tasmania (up 44.3 per cent) from Northern Territory (up
29.3 per cent) and Western Australia (up 21.7 per cent).

Notably equipment investment in Tasmania was at 5-year
highs in trend terms with Queensland and Western
Australian investment both at 2%-year highs.

By contrast new equipment investment in South Australia
was down 1.1 per cent on a year ago with NSW investment
down 0.8 per cent.

“Only NSW and Tasmania had equipment
spending in the December quarter above
decade-average levels.”
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UNEMPLOYMENT

Winners & losers on jobs

NSW {_“ ' Source: CommSec, ABS
o Unerhployment.
ACT | percent change in
March 2018 on the
Victoria decade-average
Tasmania
South Aust
Nthn Territory
Queensland
West Aust
-10 0 10 20 30 40

What state or territory has the strongest job market in the
nation? It is not an easy answer. But we have looked at
unemployment rates across economies, comparing the
rates with decade averages.

On this measure, NSW has the strongest job market. Trend
unemployment in NSW stands at 4.9 per cent, a rate 8.3
per cent below the decade average. Employment is also
nearly 10 per cent above the decade average.

Next best is the ACT, its jobless rate being 3.5 per cent
below the decade average. Victoria comes next from
Tasmania and South Australia — all with jobless rates
almost 3 per cent below their relative decade averages.

At the other end of the scale, the Western Australian
jobless rate of 6.4 per cent is over 30 per cent above the
4.9 per cent decade-average. On a 20-year average,
Waestern Australia still has the weakest job market.

Next is Queensland — the 6.0 per cent jobless rate is still
5.1 per cent higher than the long-term average. The
Northern Territory jobless rate of 3.9 per cent is 1.5 per
cent above the 3.8 per cent decade average.

Queenstand has the strongest annual employment rate (up
4.3 per cent), above ACT (up 3.9 per cent) and NSW (up
3.6 per cent).

In Victoria, employment growth has slowed to a 2.5 per
cent annual rate but the jobless rate of 5.5 per cent is
holding at 5% lows in trend terms and at 6-year lows in
seasonally adjusted terms.

At the other end of the scale, employment in the Northern
Territory is falling at a 2.2 per cent annual rate.
Construction of the Inpex gas project is winding down,
leading to an outflow of fly-in-fly out workers, reduced
labour force participation and little change in the civilian
workforce for the past year.

“Trend unemployment in NSW stands
at 4.9 per cent, a rate 8.3 per cent
below the decade average.”

CONSTRUCTION WORK

NSW remains on top

NSwW
Nthn Territory ; 1
- Construction work dore,
Victori percent change ¢
fetaria December. quarter gn
decade-average |
ACT :
Source; CammSec, ABS
South Aust 4 :
Tasmania
Queensland
West Aust
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The measure used for analysis was the total real value of
residential, commercial and engineering work completed in
trend terms in the December quarter.

In five of the states and territories, construction work was
higher than decade averages in the December quarter (the
same number as the previous quarter).

Leading the way was NSW with construction work done
27.1 per cent above its decade average followed now by
Northern Territory (up 23 per cent), moving ahead of
Victoria with activity up by 22.9 per cent.

In NSW and Victoria, construction work done were both at
record highs in the December quarter in trend terms with
Northern Territory activity near 2-year highs.

The ACT is now in fourth position with construction work
18 per cent above decade averages followed by South
Australia (up 10.5 per cent).

At the other end of the scale, Western Australian
construction work done in the December quarter was 37.6
per cent below the decade average, behind Queensland,
with construction work down 18 per cent on decade
averages and Tasmania (down 7 per cent).

In terms of annual growth rates, South Australian
construction work done in the December quarter was up
19.1 per cent on a year ago followed by NSW (up 10.8 per
cent) and Victoria (up 7.4 per cent).

Only two economies had construction work lower than a
year ago (the same as the September quarter): Tasmania
(down 9.1 per cent) and Western Australia (down 7.6 per
cent).

“In NSW and Victoria, construction work
done were both at record highs in the
December quarter in trend terms with
Northern Territory activity near 2-year
highs.”
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POPULATION GROWTH

Annual population growth rates
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We assess relative population performance — the current
annual growth rate and compare it with each economy’s
decade-average (‘normal’) growth pace. This is most
relevant to each state or territory's economic performance.

Population growth is clearly an important driver of the
broader economy, especially retail spending and housing
demand. The key point being that only three states have
population growth above long-term averages.

Tasmania is strongest on the relative population measure,
with its 0.72 per cent annual population growth rate 32.5
per cent above the decade-average rate.

Victoria's population growth is 15.3 per cent above the
decade average, followed by NSW (up 12.5 per cent).

Annual population growth rates in the other states and
territories were below decade averages: ACT (-4.2 per
cent); Queensland (-9.4 per cent); South Australia (-33 per
cent); Western Australia (-58.7 per cent); and Northern
Territory (-97.9 per cent).

The state with the fastest absolufe annual population
growth is still Victoria (up 2.37 per cent). Next strongest is
the ACT (up 1.77 per cent); Queensland (up 1.67 per cent)
and NSW (up 1.58 per cent).

The state or territory with the slowest annual population
growth is the Northern Territory, up just 0.03 per cent on a
year ago. Next highest was South Australia (up 0.63 per
cent).

Tasmania’s population is 0.72 per cent up on a year earlier
— the fastest rate in 7 years.

Western Australia’s population in the September quarter
was up by 0.84 per cent on a year ago — actually the fastest
rate in 2% years.

“Tasmania remains on ftop, with ifs 0.72 per
cent annual population growth rate 32.5 per
cent above the decade-average rate.”

HOUSING FINANCE

Home lending up in most states

Victoria

NSW

i HousingiFinance, percent
change February 2018
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The measure used is the trend number of housing finance
commitments (home loans) and this is compared with the
decade average for each respective state and territory.

Housing finance is not just a leading indicator for real
estate activity and housing construction but it is also a
useful indicator of activity in the financial sector. It would
be useful to compare figures on commercial, personal and
lease finance, but unfortunately trend data is not available
for states and territories.

There has been no change in the rankings. In six of the
states and territories, trend housing finance commitments
are above decade averages. But in five states and
territories, trend housing finance is below year-ago levels.

The ACT remains in top spot with the number of
commitments up by 28 per cent on the long-term average.
Next strongest is Victoria (up 21.3 per cent on decade
averages) followed by NSW (up 14 per cent).

Tasmania retains fourth spot on housing finance, with
commitments 10.8 per cent higher than the decade
average. Queensland is next strongest (up 5.3 per cent)
ahead of South Australia (up 1.9 per cent).

Northern Territory remains the weakest for housing finance
with trend commitments 21.3 per cent lower than its
decade average. Commitments in Western Australia are
down 20.6 per cent on the decade-average.

Annual growth of home loans is strongest in the ACT (up
8.4 per cent) from Victoria (up 6.7 per cent) and Tasmania
(up 0.2 per cent). Weakest is Western Australia (down 10.9
per cent on a year earlier) from Northern Territory (down
by 7 per cent).

“Annual growth of home loans is strongest
in the ACT (up 8.4 per cent) from Victoria
(up 6.7 per cent) and Tasmania (up 0.2 per
cent).” .
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OTHER INDICATORS

WAGES & PRICES*
Wages CPI CPlI  Home Prices

Dec Qtr Dec Qtr  Mar Qtr March

DWELLING STARTS

Home building firm over much of nation

NSW NSW 2.0 22 2.1 -2.1
- - Victoria 2.4 2.2 2.2 5.3
Victoria Queensland 22 1.9 1.7 13
ACT South Australia 1.9 2.3 2.3 1.7
Western Australia 1.5 0.8 0.9 -2.4
South Aust ; Tasmania 2.2 2.1 2.0 13.0
Queenstand = Dweling starts, percent Northern Territory 1.1 1.0 1.1 -75
_~ change December ACT 1.9 2.2 2.4 2.9
Tasmania L f}e'cade.ave,age * Annual % change. Source: ABS, CoreLogic, CommSec
West Aust CPI - Consumer Price Index
1 Wages - Wage Price Index
Nthn Territory "M_ ""~ : J Source: comrﬁSec. ABS . . . .
e ) j : Annual changes of consumer prices (inflation) were mixed
40 -20 0 20 40 60 across capital cities in the March quarter. The weakest

The measure used was the trend number of dwelling
commencements (starts) with the comparison made to the
decade-average level of starts. Starts are driven in part by
population growth and housing finance and can affect retail
trade, unemployment and overall economic growth.
However, any over-building or under-building in previous
years can affect the current level of starts.

Home building remains firm across most of the nation. The
NSW market remains strong, responding to above “normal”
population growth. And home building is also strong in the
ACT and Victoria. The good news is that starts in Western
Australia continue to lift from 4%:-year lows.

NSW remains in top spot for dwelling starts with
commencements 47 per cent above the decade-average.
But the number of new starts is easing as demand is met.
In the December quarter the number of dwellings started
in NSW was at 2-year lows in trend terms.

Victoria is back in second spot behind NSW, with starts
21.4 per cent above decade averages. ACT starts are 16.5
per cent above decade averages, followed by South
Australia (up 10.9 per cent), Queensland (up 9.1 per cent)
and Tasmania (up 4.1 per cent).

At the other end of the scale, dwelling starts in the Northern
Territory were 37.4 per cent below decade averages. And
activity continues to ease with trend starts at the lowest
levels in almost nine years. Next weakest was Western
Australia (down 15.6 per cent from the decade average).

In terms of annual growth, three of the states and territories
had starts above a year earlier in the December quarter.
The stand-out is Tasmania with trend starts up 29.1 per
cent on a year ago — the fastest growth in 2% years.

“The good news s that starts in Western
Australia continue fo lift from 4%-year lows.”

result was in Perth with prices up just 0.9 per cent over the
year while Darwin prices rose 1.1 per cent.

Canberra had the highest annual inflation rate in the March
quarter at 2.4 per cent, ahead of Adelaide (2.3 per cent).

Inflation rates remain historically low. But so are the annual
changes in wages across the nation. As a result annual
inflation rates in each capital city are generally little
different from annual wage growth.

To assess real wage growth, December quarter data must
be used. And the biggest gap between wage growth and
inflation was recorded in Western Australia with wages 0.7
percentage points higher than consumer prices.

Wage growth in the year to December was strongest in
Victoria (2.4 per cent) ahead of Queensland and Tasmania
(all up by 2.2 per cent) while wages in Northern Territory
were up only 1.1 per cent.

Turning to home prices, in March 2018 three of the capital
cities recorded annual declines in home prices, up from two
capital cities in December 2017.

Home price growth has slowed in all capital cities in the
past quarter except Perth (price declines flattening out)
and Hobart (price growth remains firm).

The strongest annual growth in home prices was in Hobart
(up 13.0 per cent) followed by Melbourne (up 5.3 per cent),
Canberra (up 2.9 per cent), Adelaide (up 1.7 per cent) and
Brisbane (up 1.3 per cent).

Home prices were lower than a year ago in Darwin (down
7.5 per cent), Perth (down 2.4 per cent) and Sydney (down
by 2.1 per cent).

“Canberra had the highest annual inflation
rate in the March quarter at 2.4 per cent,
ahead of‘Adelaide (2.3 per cent).”
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ANNUAL GROWTH RATES

TREND ANNUAL GROWTH %

Economic  Retail Equip.  Employ-

Growth Trade Invest ment
NSW 55 2.9 0.8 36
VIC 8.5 4.1 4.1 2.5
QLD 6.3 0.8 8.7 4.3
SA 6.2 4.0 -1.1 2.1
WA 2.3 0.4 217 2.0
TAS 6.6 2.9 44.3 2.1
NT 7.6 0.1 29.3 -2.2
ACT 4.8 1.9 0.9 3.9
AUST 4.6 2.6 6.5 3.1

Constuct  Pop- Housing  Home
Work ulation  Finance  Starts

NSW 10.8 1.58 -0.7 -9.3
Vic 7.4 2.37 6.7 5.4
QLD 1.4 1.67 -2.8 -8.3
SA 19.1 0.63 -5.0 19.2
WA -7.6 0.86 -10.9 -1.9
TAS -9.1 0.72 0.2 29.1
NT 2.5 0.03 -7.0 -2.0
ACT 7.3 1.77 8.4 -3.6
AUST 4.7 1.63 -0.2 -2.3

The State of the States assesses economic
performance by looking at the most recent result — such
as retail trade or construction — and compares that with
the ‘normal’ experience. And by ‘normal experience’, we
define this as the decade average.

A resident of the state or territory can therefore assess
whether they are experiencing relatively better
economic times. Comparing states or territories on the
same criteria determines which state or territory is
performing the best on a certain indicator.

But as well as relative economic performance, some are
also interested in economic momentum. That is, annual
economic growth. A statefterritory may have been
under-performing, but if annual growth is rising, then
this suggests that performance has scope to improve.

On the eight indicators assessed, Victoria and the
Tasmania top growth on two measures each. South
Australia, Northern Territory, Queensland and the ACT
lead the way on the other four.

When looking across growth rates for the states and
territories, Victoria exceeded the national-average on
six of the eight indicators.

At the other end of the scale, Western Australia had
annual growth rates below the national average on
seven of the eight indicators, Northern Territory under-
performed on five indicators with NSW, Queensland

and South Australia under-performing on four indicators.

LOOKING AHEAD

Solid auto sales

Victoria

Mator vehicle registrations,
NSW | percent change in

March 2018 on the

ACT decade-average

South Aust

Tasmania

Queensiand

Nthn Territory L
B source: CommSet, ABS,

Federal Chamber of
Automotive Industries

West Aust
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if new vehicle registrations are added to the list of
indicators, then there would be no change to the economic
performance rankings. Victoria is the strongest on new
vehicle sales, up 17.7 per cent on decade averages. And
annual growth of sales is also the strongest in Victoria (up
5.5 per cent).

NSW remains on top of the economic performance
rankings, just ahead of Victoria. Both states have relatively
high population growth, underpinning home building and
retail spending.

Victoria modestly closed the gap with NSW on the
performance rankings with the job market improving over
the past quarter. When assessing annual growth rates,
Victoria exceeded the national-average on six of the
eight indicators.

The ACT remains in third spot with improvement in
equipment investment and construction work over the past
three months.

Tasmania remains in fourth position, courtesy of firmer
equipment investment and a further lift in population
growth — now the strongest in seven years.

South Australia remains in fifth spot on the performance
ranking. Construction work done is at record highs and
work levels are over 19 per cent higher than a year ago.

Queensland remains in sixth position. But Queensland
continues to lead the way on employment growth and
population growth is at 4-year highs. The state is also still
being buoyed by strong export activity.

The Northern Territory remains in seventh spot. The
outlook for the Northern Territory is constrained by weak
population growth and falling employment but new projects
provide scope to support economic activity.

There are positive prospects for the Western Australia
economy. Real estate professionals believe that the
residential market has bottomed. In addition, exports are
rising solidly and equipment investment has lifted to near
3-year highs.
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The CommSec State of the States latest report will be released from embargo on
Monday 30 April 2018.

Key points

According to CommSec, South Australia is ranked fifth overall on economic
performance (no change since the previous report).

CommSec comments that construction work done in South Australia “is at record
highs with work levels over 19 per cent higher than a year ago”.

Compared to the previous quarter’s report, South Australia’s ranking compared to
other states has slipped in equipment investment, unemployment, and construction
work done.

CommSec comments that South Australia’s economic activity in the December
quarter was 16.8% above its decade average, ahead of Tasmania (up 14%) and
Western Australia (up 7.9%).

South Australia is in fifth spot on retail spending — 11.8% above decade averages.
However, in terms of annual growth of retail trade, South Australia (up 4.0%) is ranked
second to Victoria (up 4.1%). Looking at monthly retail trade, South Australia (up
3.8%) is also second to Victoria (up 4.9%).

South Australia ranks fourth in dwelling starts, and fifth in unemployment and
construction work done.

Annual wage growth in South Australia at 1.9%, was ranked fifth highest in the
December quarter (tied with ACT), according to CommSec.

South Australia’s annual CPI growth at 2.3% was the highest in the nation.

Indicator SA Rank Compared to decade average
Economic growth (Dec 2017 quarter) Up 16.8%
Retail spending (Dec 2017 quarter) Up 11.8%

Equipment investment (Dec 2017 quarter)

Down 10.0%

Unemployment (March 2018)

Down almost 3%

AN |1 O

Construction work (Dec 2017 quarter) Up 10.5%
Population growth (year to Sep 2017 quarter) Down 33.0%
Housing finance (February 2018) Up 1.9%
Dwelling starts (Dec 2017 quarter) Up 10.9%

Background

CommsSec is a subsidiary of the Commonwealth Bank. The State of the States report
assesses each of Australia's six states and two territories on eight indicators, selected
by CommSec to produce a league table on: economic growth, retail spending,
equipment investment, unemployment, construction work done, population growth,
housing finance and dwelling commencements.

¢ Official Use Only— 11




CommSec’s rankings for each indicator are based on a comparison of the latest
reading for each state against the decade average for that state. In that sense, the
report says as much about the past performance of states, as it does about
contemporary performance.

Prepared by: Approved for distribution:
Maverick De Leon Matthew Winefield
8429 0731 8429 5052

For Official Use Only — |1 - A1

Government of South Australia

, Department of the Premier
and Cabinet




Crotti, Simon (DTF)

From: DPC:Economics
Sent: Thursday, 31 May 2018 11:18 AM
To: Armanas, Paul (DPC); Borlase, Trish (DTF); De Gennaro, Gino (DTF); Hurn, Ashton (DPC);

Laidlaw, Bernard (DPC); Lambetis, Athena (DTF); Morcombe, Courtney (DPC); Robertson,
Julian (DTF); Siow, David (DTF); Stevens, James (DPC); Willson, Daniel (DPC); Yeeles,
Richard (DPC)

Cc: Aird, Megan (DPC); Callaghan, Rohan (DPC); Crotti, Simon (DTF); De Leon, Maverick
(DTF); Deluca, Talon (DTF); Flores, David (DPC); Gay, Brad (DPC); Hocking, Stuart (DTF);
Sharp, Martin (DTF); Wilson, Ben (DPC); Winefield, Matthew (DPC)

Subject: Private New Capital Expenditure, March gtr 2018 - key points

During the March quarter 2018, real private new capital expenditure:
o fell by 3.8% in South Australia in trend terms (nationally, real private new capital expenditure rose by 0.5%).

e fell by 11% in South Australia in seasonally adjusted terms (nationally, real private new capital expenditure rose by 0.4%).

Through the year to the March quarter 2018, real private new capital expenditure:
e was 7.3% higher in South Australia in trend terms (nationally, real private new capital expenditure was 4.1% higher).

s was 7.2% lower in South Australia in seasonally adjusted terms {nationally, real private new capital expenditure was 3.7%
higher).

A more detailed brief will follow.

Talon Deluca

Graduate Economist | Commercial and Economics Branch

State Administration Centre, Level 16, 200 Victoria Square ADELAIDE SA 5000
t 84292589 | e Talon.Deluca@sa.gov.au | w treasury.sa.gov.au



Crotti, Simon (DTF)

From: Crotti, Simon (DTF)

Sent: Monday, 18 June 2018 12:10 PM

To: De Leon, Maverick (DTF)

Subject: FW: Private New Capital Expenditure, March quarter 2018
Attachments: Private New Capital Expenditure_March gtr 2018.pdf

From: DPC:Economics
Sent: Thursday, 31 May 2018 12:14 PM
Subject: Private New Capital Expenditure, March quarter 2018

Please find attached a brief prepared on today’s release of private new capital expenditure data for the March
quarter 2018.

During the March quarter, real private new capital expenditure:
o fell 3.8% in South Australia in trend terms (nationally, real private new capital
expenditure rose 0.5%); and
¢ fell 11% in South Australia in seasonally adjusted terms (nationally, real private new
capital expenditure rose 0.4%).

Maverick De Leon
Graduate Economist | Commercial and Economics

State Administration Centre, Level 16, 200 Victoria Square ADELAIDE SA 5000
t 84290731 | e maverick.deleon@sa.gov.au | w treasury.sa.gov.au




During the March quarter, real private new
capital expenditure:

e fell 3.8% in South Australia in trend
terms (nationally, real private new
capital expenditure rose 0.5%); and

o fell 11% in South Australia in seasonally
adjusted terms (nationally, real private
new capital expenditure rose 0.4%).

Note: The ABS survey of New Capital Expenditure covers
private businesses in all industries’ except for
agriculture, forestry and fishing, government
administration and defence, superannuation funds,
education, health and community services, and ‘other’
services and those that do not employ.

Further Analysis

Trend data

In South Australia, the fall in private new capital
expenditure during the March quarter followed a
fall of 1.9% in the previous quarter. The quarterly
fall reflected a fall in expenditure on both
buildings and structures (down 3.3%) and
equipment, plant and machinery (down 4.6%)—
see Chart 1.

Real private new capital expenditure in South
Australia was 7.3% higher than a year earlier. This
reflected a rise in capital expenditure on buildings
and structures (up 30%), partially offset by a fall
in capital expenditure on equipment, plant and
machinery (down 14%).

Nationally, real private new capital expenditure
was 4.1% higher than a year earlier.

States recording a rise in capital expenditure in
the March quarter 2018 were Tasmania (up
5.1%), New South Wales (up 2.4%) and Victoria
(up 1.3%), with falls recorded in South Australia
(down 3.8%) and Western Australia (down
2.4%). Queensland was unchanged in the
quarter—see Table 1.

Tasmania (up 19%), New South Wales (up 12%),
Victoria (up 7.5%), South Australia (up 7.3%) and
Queensland (up 2.5%) recorded through the year
growth in capital expenditure—see Table 1.

2018

TABLE 1: Real Private New Capital
Expenditure — Trend

Mar 18 Mar 18
($ billion) vDec 17 v Mar 17
(% change) (% change)
NSW 7.8 2.4 121
VIC 57 1.3 7.5
QLD 6.1 0.0 2.5
SA 1.5 -3.8 7.3
WA 6.7 2.4 -6.4
TAS 0.3 5.1 19.3
AUS 29.9 0.5 4.1

CHART 1: SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REAL
PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
(TREND, $ BILLION})
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Seasonally Adjusted data

In South Australia, the fall in private new capital
expenditure during the March quarter followed a
fall of 7.8% in the previous quarter. The March
quarter fall reflected decreases in expenditure on
buildings and structures (down 16%) and
equipment, plant and machinery (down 3.5%).




Real private new capital expenditure in South
Australia was 7.2% lower than a year earlier. This
reflected a fall in capital expenditure on
equipment, plant and machinery (down 27%),
partially offset by a rise in capital expenditure on
buildings and structures (up 16%).

31 May 2018

CHART 2: REAL PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL
EXPENDITURE ($ BILLION)
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Nationally there was a real rise of 0.4% in private
new capital expenditure during the March quarter,
reflecting rises in the mining industry (up 1.2%)
and ‘other selected industries’ (up 0.5%), partially
offset by a fall in the manufacturing industry (down
3.4%).

TABLE 2: Real Private New Capital
Expenditure — Seasonally Adjusted

Mar 18 Mar 18
i vDec 17 vMar 17
(3 billion) (% change) (% change)

NSW 7.8 2.3 14.8
VIiC 57 1.1 7.5
aLp 6.0 -1.2 16
SA 1.4 -10.9 7.2
WA 6.7 0.2 6.3
TAS 0.3 33.1 32.0

AUS 29.8 0.4 3.7

Next release of ABS cat. no. 5625.0 is 30 August 2018




Crotti, Simon (DTF)

From: DPC:Economics
Sent: Tuesday, 5 June 2018 10:00 AM
To: Ambler, Ruth (DPC); Wilson, Ben (DPC); Ranieri, Erma (DPC); Callaghan, Rohan (DPC);

Crotti, Simon (DTF); De Leon, Maverick (DTF); Deluca, Talon (DTF); Gay, Brad (DPC);
Hocking, Stuart (DTF); Koutrikas, Antonia (DPC); Reynolds, David (DTF); Winefield,
Matthew (DPC); Armanas, Paul (DPC); Morcombe, Courtney (DPC); Willson, Daniel (DPC);
Yeeles, Richard (DPC); Stevens, James (DPC); Hurn, Ashton (DPC); Laidlaw, Bernard
(DPQ); Kennedy, Scott (DPC); Robertson, Julian (DTF); De Gennaro, Gino (DTF); Borlase,
Trish (DTF); Lambetis, Athena (DTF)

Subject: Business conditions and confidence

Attachments: PBN 2 - Economic Reports and Commentary (2018-06-05).docx; D6 - Business
Conditions and Confidence (2018-06-05).pdf

Dear all

Attached is an updated PBN (with changes tracked) reflecting the Business SA Survey of Business
Expectations released this morning - and an updated compendium brief (with charts).

- Bestregards
Matthew.

Matthew Winefield | 08 8429 5052 | matthew.winefield@sa.gov.au
Director Business Reform | Department of the Premier and Cabinet

D souTH

AUSTRALIA

Government of South Australia

Cepartment of the Fremier
and Cabinet




