Department of Treasury and Finance

Government
of South Australia

TREASURER’S INSTRUCTION 10

ENGAGEMENT OF LEGAL PRACTITIONERS

Reissued: 27 August 1998

Effective: 27 August 1998

Objective

10.1

10.2

To require public authorities to seek the advice of the Crown Solicitor before
engaging a legal practitioner other than the Crown Solicitor.

To require public authorities to obtain a certificate from the Crown Solicitor in respect
of the purchase of land.

Instruction

10.3

10.4

10.5

10.6

10.7

10.8

T110

The Chief Executive of a public authority shall not use the services of a legal
practitioner other than the Crown Solicitor without first seeking the advice of the Crown
Solicitor on whether the use of such a practitioner is appropriate.

Subject to any direction which the Attorney-General may give, no costs or expenses
relating to the engagement of a legal practitioner by a public authority either within or
outside the State, are to be incurred unless the Crown Solicitor has certified that the
engagement of such practitioner is necessary or that the agency's procedures and
conditions for engagement of legal practitioners are appropriate.

Subject to any direction which the Attorney-General may give, no costs or expenses in
respect of any service provided by a legal practitioner to a public authority are to be
paid or reimbursed unless the Crown Solicitor or some other person authorised by the
Crown Solicitor has certified that such costs or expenses are reasonable, or unless a
court of competent jurisdiction has ordered payment or reimbursement of a specified
sum.

The Attorney-General may exempt a public authority, or part of a public authority, from
the requirements of clauses 10.3, 10.4 and 10.5.

In the event of costs or expenses claimed by a legal practitioner for any service
provided by a legal practitioner to the State not being certified by the Crown Solicitor or
some other person authorised by the Crown Salicitor, such costs or expenses shall be
taxed pursuant to the Legal Practitioner’s Act, or by a court or other tribunal having
authority to tax costs.

All accounts for the purchase of land by a public authority are to be certified by the
Crown Solicitor.

For queries contact:
Crown Solicitor’s Office
Telephone No. (08) 8207 1720
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