
REGIONAL STATEMENT 2003-04

The South Australian Government is committed to supporting the growth of rural and
regional South Australia, and enhancing the health, welfare and safety of country people.

The Government’s overall priorities — fiscal, economic, social and environmental —
represent a commitment to deliver better outcomes for all residents of the State. The 2003-04
State Budget reflects the Government’s priorities of health, social inclusion, education,
economic development and ensuring the security and safety of the South Australian
community, as well as specific initiatives to improve the long-term security and quality of
South Australia’s water supply.

The Government is building the platform for future economic growth and development, both
in the city and in regional areas by continuing to focus on placing the State’s finances on a
strong and sustainable footing. The attraction of new investment is a crucial pre-requisite for
maintaining and enhancing the economic development of regional South Australia and
improving the living standards of those who reside outside of the metropolitan area.

While maintaining fiscal responsibility the Government has also directed expenditure to
priority areas. The Government’s key priorities in the areas of economic development, health
and social inclusion, have been and will continue to be subject to ongoing consultation with
the community including in regional areas. Government policies in these areas are being
informed by the work of the Economic Development Board, the Generational Health Review,
the State Housing Plan and the Social Inclusion Board. Regular Community Cabinet
meetings have enabled Ministers and the public service to consider the regional impacts and
issues that flow from its broader policy directions in these and other important areas.

REGIONAL FRAMEWORK

The Government has recognised the importance of supplementing its general policy directions
with a specific regional focus on the divergent issues facing regional areas as a whole and
individually. Accordingly the Government has established a regional development
framework that includes the following initiatives:

• Jointly funded by State and local government, 13 non-metropolitan Regional
Development Boards (RDBs) provide important advice and leadership for regional
economic development. They collaborate with local communities and are a focus for
cooperation between State and local governments and local business communities. The
RDB framework is aimed at improving the efficiency and effectiveness of all government
resources directed at fostering regional economic development and prosperity.

• The Government has established the new Office of Regional Affairs by bringing together
the resources of the Office of Regional Development and the Regional business Services
Unit from the former Department of Industry and Trade into a single unit. Part of the role
of the new Office of Regional Affairs is to help communities to reach a higher level of
self-reliance and foster their own development through local leadership. Promotion of
regional issues in Government planning, decision-making and resource allocation while
ensuring a strategic approach to planning and infrastructure issues in regional
development planning and action, are major roles of the Office. The Office will liaise
across government departments and agencies and advocate on behalf of non-metropolitan
regions and communities.
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• The Government has established two regional Ministerial Offices — the Office of the
Upper Spencer Gulf, Flinders Ranges and Outback and the Office of The Murray. The
offices were created to provide State Government Ministers and agencies with advice,
and support a more coordinated approach to policy, planning and service delivery for
regional communities. The offices act as a link between local people and the Government
by:

− providing a shop-front for State Government and Cabinet — listening to the views
and concerns of local regional and rural communities

− liaising between public and State Government agencies

− giving advice and support for Ministers and their staff on local issues

− undertaking projects which seek to fulfil State Government policies

− building strong relationships between local leaders, business, community
organisations, members of the public and the State Government.

• The Government has established the Regional Communities Consultative Council. It is
an independent advisory body that will make recommendations to the Minister for
Industry, Trade and Regional Development on ways in which the Government and
communities can work together to strengthen the capacity of communities to respond to
local issues.

• With the sponsorship of the Senior Management Council, comprised of Chief Executives
of all government departments, Regional Facilitation Groups have been established in six
regions across the State to improve the administration of public services. Agencies are
meeting regularly in regions to improve interagency communication, coordination and
cooperation, to optimise resource allocation and to minimise duplication.

• The Government has adopted a comprehensive package of arrangements and procedures
for assessing the regional impact of any proposals to change government services.

2003-04 BUDGET: SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS

The 2003-04 Regional Statement outlines selected highlights of Government commitments
made in this Budget, that are over and above its support for ongoing functions and services. It
includes capital works initiatives and other regional projects funded in this Budget to be
undertaken over the next four years.

Initiatives funded in the 2003-04 Budget include:

BUILDING ON THE STATE’S ECONOMIC STRENGTHS

• $6.1 million over four years for the accelerated implementation of the National Livestock
Identification Scheme

• $3.1 million over three years for the continued support of fisheries inspectors

• $4.2 million over four years to support tourism infrastructure including public toilets,
walkways and information bays

• $1.3 million over three years for regional skilled migration initiatives
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• $25 million for SAMAG over two years dependent on the project proceeding

• $300 000 for the Olympic Dam Mine Expansion Task Force to coordinate cross
government activity in relation to this project

• $150 000 for an increase in the South Australian contribution to AustralAsia Railway
Corporation for the Adelaide to Darwin railway

• $120 000 over three years for Lake Bonney environmental monitoring in the South East.

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

• $1.9 million in 2003-04 for the $2 million Port Pirie aged care (Hammill House) upgrade
of 32 aged care beds and redevelopment of the existing laundry into a day care centre

• $1.1 million in 2003-04 for the $1.3 million redevelopment of the Renmark Hospital
providing for an upgrade of clinical and inpatient services

• an additional $2 million for the upgrade of facilities at the Murray Bridge Hospital

• $7 million over four years to improve health and well-being within communities in
Anangu Pitjantjatjara Lands

• $898 000 in 2003-04 for a $5.957 million Aboriginal Community Health Program to
establish Well-being Centres in Mount Gambier, Port Pirie and Murray Bridge. These
centres are to be a community resource and facilitator of inter-agency activity.

A COMMITMENT TO LEARNING

• $4.5 million for teacher housing in regional areas

• $5 million, with $250 000 to be spent in 2003-04, for the redevelopment and upgrade of
aged transportable accommodation at the Willunga Primary School

• $3 million, with $1 million to be spent in 2003-04, for the refurbishment and
improvement of facilities at Gawler Primary School

• $4.5 million, with $1.011 million to be spent in 2003-04, for new facilities at Port Elliot
Primary School and new accommodation for the Victor Harbor High School – Special
Education – on the High School site

• $2.2 million, with $250 000 being spent in 2003-04, for the upgrade and refurbishment of
the stone heritage building and accommodation at the Kapunda Primary School

• $400 000 in 2003-04 for classrooms at the Murray Institute of TAFE in Nuriootpa

• $300 000 in 2003-04 for the upgrade of Technical Studies and Home Economics facilities
at Orroroo Area School
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• $300 000 in 2003-04 for replacement of existing evaporative air-conditioning with a
reverse cycle system in Building 1 at Willunga High School.

SAVING THE MURRAY

• $57.8 million over four years for a package of initiatives which includes the acquisition of
increased environmental flows for the river system, the implementation of the Water
Allocation Plan and giving effect to the provisions of the River Murray Bill

• $15.6 million over four years for the State’s increased contribution to the Murray Darling
Basin Commission. These funds will assist the Commission to tackle the problems facing
the River Murray

• $3.4 million over four years for research into environmental flows, salinity management
and sustainable irrigation

• $1.5 million over four years for environmental flows and wetland management

• $900 000 over four years for water quality improvement initiatives.

PLANNING & INFRASTRUCTURE

• $1.7 million extra for the Shoulder Sealing Program to continue efforts to improve
regional roads

• A significant majority of the $3.5 million extra for the State’s $7 million Black Spot
Program for 2003-04 will fund work on particular trouble spots on regional roads

• $1.25 million in 2003-04 for the Victor Harbor waste water treatment plant environmental
improvement program

• $14.8 million in 2003-04 for the Watervale water supply scheme (total cost of
$27.1 million)

• approximately $1 million in 2003-04 to upgrade core facilities at the Wilpena Pound
Resort

• $250 000 for the upgrade of the Old Town Hall civic centre in Mt Gambier commencing
in 2004-05

• $500 000 in 2003-04 for maintenance work in regional theatres.

SAFER COMMUNITIES

• $1.7 million over four years for six CFS regional management officers to better manage
fire-fighting and fire prevention strategies
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• an extra $10 million over four years ($2.5 million in 2003-04) for fire management in
national parks

• $5.9 million over three years for the operating costs of Public Private Partnership
arrangements for new Police Stations in Mount Barker, Port Lincoln, Victor Harbor and
Gawler

• a majority of the $6 million for the Smart Road Safety Program will be spent in regional
areas on new safety initiatives such as the use of intelligent transport systems,
contemporary safety signage, TruckScan and the installation of audio tactile line markers

• $550 000 in 2003-04 for the remediation of contaminated land in Cockburn.

Hon Rory McEwen

MINISTER FOR INDUSTRY, TRADE AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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