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13 October 2023 
 
 
Mr Matt Cowdrey OAM MP 
130 Valetta Road 
FULHAM GARDENS    SA    5024 
     
Sent via email: colton@parliament.sa.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Cowdrey 
 
Freedom of Information – Screenshots of the Under Treasurer’s official diary 
 
I refer to your application under the Freedom of Information Act 1991 (FOI Act), received by 
the Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF) on 31 August 2023. 
 
Your application specifically requested: 
 
‘Screenshots of the Under Treasurer’s official diary and/or register of appointments from Friday 
1 July 2022 to Wednesday 30 August 2023.’ [Date Range: 1/07/2022 - 31/08/2023] 
 
Under the FOI Act, an agency has 30 days to respond to a freedom of information request. As 
DTF did not respond to your request within the time frame required, the department is deemed 
to have refused you access to all documents relevant to your application. However, I have 
decided to process the request as if the statutory time frame had been met. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to advise you of my determination.  
 
A total of 1 document was identified as answering the terms of your application and I have 
determined as follows: 
 

 I grant you access in part to 1 document, copy of which is enclosed. 
 
Please refer to the attached schedule that describes each document and sets out my 
determination and reasons in summary form. 
 
Document released in part 
 
Document 1. 
 

 Contains information detailing intergovernmental meetings and the topic for discussion, 
as displayed in the Under Treasurer’s diary, have been redacted.  

 
This information falls within the definition of confidential communication from another 
government and disclosure of this information would, on balance, not benefit the public. 
Therefore, under the FOI Act and is therefore exempt from release pursuant to Clause 
5(1)(1)(ii) of Schedule 1.   
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 Contains information detailing middle names of public sector staff, personal 
appointments, staff leave arrangements and mobile phone numbers of meeting 
attendees.  

 
This information falls within the definition of personal affairs under the FOI Act and is 
therefore exempt from release pursuant to Clause 6(1) of Schedule 1.   
 

 Contains information regarding employment panels for another agency, which are 
outside of the Under Treasurer’s official duties and form part of the business and 
financial affairs of the Government of South Australia.   

 Contains names of individuals representing a business and businesses, which form 
part of their business and financial affairs. Disclosure of this information would 
undermine business confidence in the State Government’s ability to uphold the 
confidentiality of their employees, as well as expose those businesses that have 
discussed project proposals, sought funding or advice from the State Government to 
competing businesses, which could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect 
on the financial affairs of the businesses. 

 
This information falls within the definition of business affairs under the FOI Act and 
disclosure of this information would, on balance, not benefit the public. The information 
is therefore exempt from release pursuant to clause 7(1)(c) of Schedule 1.  

 
Exemptions 
 

5—Documents affecting inter-governmental or local governmental relations 

 (1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter— 

 (a) the disclosure of which— 

 (i) could reasonably be expected to cause damage to 
intergovernmental relations; or 

 (ii) would divulge information from a confidential intergovernmental 
communication; and 

 (b) the disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest. 
 
Clause 6—Documents affecting personal affairs 
 

(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which would 
involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs of 
any person (living or dead). 

 

Clause 7—Documents affecting business affairs 

(1) A document is an exempt document— 

(c) if it contains matter— 

 (i) consisting of information (other than trade secrets or information 
referred to in paragraph (b)) concerning the business, professional, 
commercial or financial affairs of any agency or any other person; and 

 (ii) the disclosure of which— 

 (A) could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect on 
those affairs or to prejudice the future supply of such 
information to the Government or to an agency; and 
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Schedule of Documents

Doc. 
No.

Date Description of Document # of pages Determination Exemption Clause

5(1)(a)(ii) - Contains information from 
confidential intergovernmental communication & 
contrary to public interest
6(1) - Unreasonable disclosure of personal 
affairs

7(1)(c)(i)(ii)(A)(B) - Contains information 
concerning the business, professional, 
commercial or financial affairs of any agency or 
person & contrary to public interest

‘Screenshots of the Under Treasurer’s official diary and/or register of appointments from Friday 1 July 2022 to Wednesday 30 August 2023.’ [Date Range: 1/07/2022 - 
31/08/2023]

Released in part62Diary Screenshots
27/06/2022 - 
01/09/2023
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