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Leader of the Opposition 
GPO Box 572 
ADELAIDE   SA   5000 
 
Sent via email: laborleader@parliament.sa.gov.au  
   
 
Dear Mr Malinauskas 
 
Freedom of Information – Treasurer’s Instruction 13  

I refer to your application under the Freedom of Information Act 1991 (FOI Act), received 
by the Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF) on 2 September 2019. 

Your application specifically requested: 

‘[Date Range: 03/12/2018 – 02/09/2019] All documents including memos, briefings, 
emails and correspondence relating to amendments to Treasurer's Instruction 13 and 
exemptions from the prohibition on the purchase of alcohol for Ministers and Ministerial 
officers.’ 

Under the Act, an agency has 30 days to respond to a freedom of information request. 
As DTF did not respond to your request within the time frame required, the department is 
deemed to have refused you access to all documents relevant to your application. 
However, I have determined to process the request as if the statutory time frame had 
been met. 

The purpose of this letter is to advise you of my determination.  

A total of 10 documents were identified as answering the terms of your application and I 
have determined as follows: 

 I grant you access in full to 6 documents, copies of which are enclosed, and 
 I grant you access in part to 4 documents, copies of which are enclosed.  

Please refer to the attached schedule that describes each document and sets out my 
determination and reasons in summary form. 

Documents released in full 
 
Documents 2 and 6-10 
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Documents released in part 
 
Documents 1, 3 and 4  
 
These documents contain sections of information that are not within the scope of your 
request, and the information has been redacted accordingly. 
 
Document 3 
 
This document contains drafting instructions for Parliamentary Counsel. Under clause 
10(1) of Schedule 1 to the FOI Act, information is exempt from disclosure if it would be 
privileged from production in proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege. 
Drafting instructions for Parliamentary counsel is protected by legal professional 
privilege, and I have therefore determined to exempt this information pursuant to clause 
10(1). 
 
Documents 4 and 5 
 
These documents contains the mobile number for a staff member. Under clause 6(1) of 
Schedule 1 to the FOI Act, a document is exempt if its disclosure would involve the 
‘unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal affairs of any person’. 
Whilst mobile numbers used for work purposes are not considered personal affairs, in 
this instance, the mobile number is not listed in the staff directory nor is it listed in the 
staff member’s signature block. I have therefore determined to exempt this information 
from release pursuant to clause 6(1). 
 
Exemptions 
 
Clause 6 – Documents affecting personal affairs 
 

(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of which 
would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning the personal 
affairs of any person (living or dead). 
 

Clause 10 – Legal Professional Privilege 
 

(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter that would be privileged 
from production in legal proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege. 

 

Please note, in compliance with Premier and Cabinet Circular PC045 - Disclosure Logs 
for Non-Personal Information Released through Freedom of Information (PC045), DTF is 
now required to publish a log of all non-personal information released under the Freedom 
of Information Act 1991.  
 
In accordance with this Circular, any non-personal information determined for release as 
part of this application, may be published on the DTF website. A copy of PC045 can be 
found at the following address: http://dpc.sa.gov.au/what-we-do/services-for-
government/premier-and-cabinet-circulars Please visit the website for further information. 
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Appeal Rights 
 
If you are aggrieved with this determination, you have a right to apply for internal review 
under subsection 29(1) of the FOI Act. Pursuant to subsection 29(2), your application 
must: 

 be in writing 
 be addressed to the principal officer, and 
 be lodged at an office of DTF, or emailed to freedomofinformation2@sa.gov.au 

within 30 days after the day on which you receive this letter or within such further 
time as the principal officer may allow. 

If you require any further information, please phone Inthira Stocker on (08) 8429 0839. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Matthew Hawkins 
ACCREDITED FREEDOM OF INFORMATION OFFICER 
 



Schedule of Documents

Doc. 

No.
Date Description of Document

No. of 

pages
Determination Exemption Clause

1
01/02/2019 

5:45pm

Email - DTF Extra - 2019 Professional Development 

Calendar, Recent Updates to the Treasurer's Instructions 

& Updates to Accounting Guidance.

3 Released in part Sections not relevant

2
18/03/2019 

12:09pm
Email - Multiple Documents - Treasurer's Instructions 1 Released in full

10(1) - Subject to legal 

professional privilege

Sections not relevant

6(1) - Unreasonable 

disclosure of personal 

affairs

Sections not relevant

5
29/08/2019 

10:15am
Email - RE: TI13 2 Released in part

6(1) - Unreasonable 

disclosure of personal 

affairs

6 1/12/2018

Minute - RE: Changes to Treasurer's Instruction 13 - 

Prohibition on the Purchase of Alcohol by Ministers and 

Ministerial Staff (attachment to document 5)

6 Released in full

7
29/08/2019 

12:52pm
Email - TI13 - quote in minute 1 Released in full

8
29/08/2019 

1:10pm

Email - Minute to Treasurer - TI 13 - Prohibiting the 

purchase of alcohol
1 Released in full

9 8/11/2018

Minute - Treasurer's Instruction 13 - Expenditure by 

Ministers and Ministerial Staff - Prohibition on the 

Purchase of Alcohol (attachment to document 8)

2 Released in full

10 undated
Open and Accountable Government: A strong plan for 

real change (attachment to document 9)
12 Released in full

T&F19/1269 - Mr Peter Malinauskas, Opposition Leader - " All documents including memos, briefings, emails and correspondence relating to amendments 

to Treasurer's Instruction 13 and exemptions from the prohibition on the purchase of alcohol for Ministers and Ministerial officers.[Date Range: 03/12/2018 - 

02/09/2019]."

4
29/08/2019 

10:02am
Email - TI13 4 Released in part

3 18/03/2019
Minute - Review of Treasurer's Instructions (attachment 

to document 2)
68 Released in part
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